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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 35-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. The phrase "automatically composing an initial presentation with reference to the 
control setting and without further input from the user" appears contradict to the steps 
"presenting media element. . . for user selection" and "enabling the user to bind user-selected 
media elements to each other", since the control setting step happen before the steps selecting 
and binding media elements by the user. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that 
the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-48 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US patent 
application publication 2003/0052897. 

- As for claims 1, 13, 14, 18, 28: Lin teaches a computer implemented method and usable 
in a general purpose computer system (0038) for composing a multimedia presentation 
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from a plurality of media elements, the plurality of media elements including audio media 

elements and image elements, the image elements including at least one still image (0006, 

0050), comprising the steps/means, program logic configured to: 

determine at least one control setting, the control setting including the duration 

time for display of the at least one still image in an initial presentation (0051, 0052, 0053), 

and 

automatically compose the initial presentation, the initial presentation 
including the plurality of media elements, the initial presentation based in part on the 
duration time for the at least one still image. Although Lin teaches the creating of DVD 
photo album, slide show presentation and movie making wherein media elements are 
displayed in an order (0005, 0010, 0044, 0046, 0051-0053, a photo album is a picture 
presentation of time-based events, from birth and as time goes. Slide show and movie are 
presentations of media element in temporal order), Lin is silent regarding the initial 
presentation based in part on at least one time stamp associated with at least one of the 
media elements. However, ordering the media element at least in part based on a time 
stamp associated with the media element is well known as disclosed by Wolff et al 
(Wolffs 3: 10-32, 4:43 - 5:34). It would have been obvious to one of skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made, to combine the well known teaching of creating a 
presentation based on the time stamps associated with the media elements as disclosed by 
Wolff to Lin. Motivation of the combining is for providing a time-based presentation of 
photo album. 

- As for claims 2, 15, 19: An initial presentation is displayed (Lin's 0054). 
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- As for claims 3, 5, 7, 16, 20: Lin fails to clearly teach the displaying of an image line 
showing the order of appearance of image elements, however suggested that the image 
elements can be edit and composed to form a slide show with conventional techniques 
(0034). However displaying of an image line showing the order of appearance of image 
elements for editing is well known as disclosed by Wolff (4:43 - 5:34, figure 2). It would 
have been obvious to one of skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, to combine 
well known teaching of the editable image line as disclosed by Wolff to Lin. Motivation 
of the implementation is for providing a visual content and guidance for editing of the 
album. The editing including reordering the images (Lin's 0044, Wolffs 5:8-67). 

- As for claims 4, 6, 17, 21: Lin fails to clearly teach the implementation of a sound line, 
however suggested that sound can be added to the image elements (0030) according to 
conventional method (0030). However displaying of a sound line showing the order of 
expression of sound elements for editing is well known as disclosed by Wolff (3:22-32, 
59-65; 6: 1-7). It would have been obvious to one of skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made, to combine Wolffs teaching of displaying a sound line showing the 
order of expression of sound elements for editing to Lin. Motivation of the combining is 
for adding sound to the image elements as suggested by Lin. 

- As for claims 8, 23: A presentation based in part on the duration time of at least one still 
image (Lin's 0052-0053). 

- As for claim 9: The presentation is edited in part by the user (Lin's 0054; Wolffs 4:43 - 
5:34). 
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- As for claims 10, 1 1, 25, 26: Graphic and text elements can be added to the presentation 
(Lin's 0033, 0034, 0044-0048, Wolffs 6:1-2). 

- As for claims 12, 27: The control setting can be reset by the user (0051-0052). 

As for claims 22, 24: The editing including reordering the images (Lin's 0044, 
Wolffs 5:8-67). 

As for claim 29: It is inherently included in Lin's teaching of DVD photo album, 
slide show presentation and movie making, and the time a presentation was created (0005, 
0010, 0044, 0046, 0051-0053), that the initial presentation comprises selected image 
elements placed in chronological order (a photo album is a picture presentation of 
chronological ordered events, from birth and as time goes. Slide show and movie are 
presentations of media element in chronological order). Even if it is not, ordering the 
media elements at least in part based on chronological order is well known as disclosed by 
Wolff et al (Wolff s 3:10-32, 4:43 - 5:34). It would have been obvious to one of skill in 
the art, at the time the invention was made, to combine Wolffs teaching of creating a 
presentation based on chronological order to Lin. Motivation of the combining is for 
providing a chronological ordered presentation of photo album. 

As for claims 30,31: Per Lin, sound can be added to the image elements according to 
conventional method (0030). As image elements are chronologically ordered, associated 
audio elements are also placed in the same order. 

As for claim 32: The initial presentation can be edit by the user (Lin's 0034, Wolffs 
4:49-6:28). 
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As for claim 33: An image line is displayed in coordination with display of the 
presentation (Wolffs figs 1-2). 

As for claim 34: An audio line is displayed in coordination with display of the 
presentation (Wolffs 3:22-32, 59-65; 6:1-7, figs 1-2). 

As for claims 35, 38, 42, 45: Lin teaches a computer implemented method and usable 
in a general purpose computer system (0038) for composing a multimedia presentation 
from a plurality of media elements, the plurality of media elements including audio media 
elements and image elements, the image elements including at least one still image (0006, 
0050), comprising the steps/means, program logic configured to: 

receiving control settings that control characteristics of an initial presentation (0051-0053), 
presenting media elements of still image for user selection (0031, 0032), 
enabling the user to bind the selected media element (0032, 0044-0051) 
automatically compose the initial presentation, the initial presentation including the 
plurality of media elements with reference to the control setting and without further user 
input (Lin's 0038-0039, 0053; Wolfs 4:43-5:43). Although Lin teaches the creating of 
DVD photo album, slide show presentation and movie making wherein media elements are 
displayed in an order, a list of all image cells in a VOB (0005, 0010, 0044, 0049, 0046, 
0051-0053; a photo album is a picture presentation of time-based events, from birth and as 
time goes. Slide show and movie are presentations of media element in temporal order), 
Lin is silent regarding the claimed image track and sound track. However, ordering the 
media elements at least in part based on chronological order is well known as disclosed by 
Wolff et al (Wolffs 3:10-32, 4:43 - 5:34). It would have been obvious to one of skill in 
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the art, at the time the invention was made, to combine the well known teaching of 
creating a presentation based on chronological order as disclosed by Wolff to Lin. 
Motivation of the combining is for providing a chronological ordered presentation of photo 
album. Per Lin, sound can be added to the image elements according to conventional 
method (0030). As image elements are chronologically ordered, associated audio 
elements are also placed in the same order. 

As for claims 36, 43: The control settings are user-selected control settings (0051- 
0053). 

As for claims 37, 44: The control settings include a duration that still images are to 
be displayed (0051-0053). 

As for claims 39, 46: Audio elements are ordered according to the order of still image 
elements to which the audio elements are bound (7:40-41) and according to chronological 
order (8: 1-18). 

As for claims 40, 47: Lin fails to clearly teach the displaying of an image track and 
sound track, however suggested that the image elements can be edit and composed to form 
a slide show with conventional techniques (0034). However the displaying of an image 
track and sound track showing the order of appearance of image and sound elements for 
editing is well known as disclosed by Wolff (4:43 - 5:34, 3:22-32, 59-65; 6: 1-7, figure 2). 
It would have been obvious to one of skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, to 
combine Wolffs teaching of the editable image track and sound track to Lin. Motivation 
of the implementation is for providing a visual content and guidance for editing of the 
album. 
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As for claims 48: It is inherently in both Lin and Wolf that image editing includes 
editing the initial presentation to create a final presentation (see also Wolfs description of 
track 115). 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 
REMARKS: 

The rejection of claims 1-13 and 29-34 under 35 USC 101 has been withdrawn responsive 
to the amendment. 

In response to the argument that Lin does not teach automatically composing a 
presentation, the "automatic composing" is disclosed by Lin at least in the execution of computer 
program for carrying out Lin's invention (0039), the creating of the data structure as disclosed in 
figures 3-5, wherein the data structure includes pointer to each cell in the authored DVD (0044), 
the composing of the DVD according to parameter setting (0051-0053). The "automatic 
composing" is also disclosed in Wolffs teaching of multimedia authoring (3: 1-58), wherein 
media elements are chronologically ordered according to the order they were taken (5:8-14). In 
response to the argument that neither reference teach an initial presentation "based in part on at 
least one timestamp associated with at least one of the media elements" or "based in part on the 
time of recording of the plurality of media", Lin teaches the creating of DVD photo album, slide 
show presentation and movie making wherein media elements are displayed in an order, a list of 
all image cells in a VOB (0005, 0010, 0044, 0049, 0046, 0051-0053), it is difficult to compose a 
DVD photo album, a slide show or movie out of photographs without considering at least one 
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timestamp of the photographs (photo album is a picture presentation of time-based events, from 
birth and as time goes. Slide show and movie are presentations of media element in temporal 
order). Nevertheless, the limitation is disclosed by Wolff in the teaching of "storytelling" and 
track 105 wherein media elements are ordered according to time stamps. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ba Huynh whose telephone number is (703) 305-9794. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Heather Heradon can be reached on (703) 308-5186. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Ba Huynh 
Primary Examiner 
AU2179 



